Saturday, December 16, 2006

Belt Rank Promotions

Santa Rosa Hombu Dojo

Santa Rosa, CA

In the last test of 2006 the following students tested and were awarded the respective new belt ranks:

    * Justin Witt - Purple~8th Kyu

    * Lisa Shatnawi - Orange~9th Kyu

    * Joe Piehoff - Yellow~10th Kyu

    * Tina Konoff-Piehoff - Yellow~10th Kyu

    * Chad Konoff - Yellow~10th Kyu

    * Lauren Piehoff - Yellow~10th Kyu

    * Sean Wolf - Yellow~10th Kyu

    * Silja Parks - Yellow~10th Kyu

    * Audie Swaney - Yellow~10th Kyu

    * Brian Silva - Yellow~10th Kyu
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Saturday, November 17, 2006

Deep Roots Master Seminar

Santa Rosa Hombu Dojo

Santa Rosa, CA

This year's Deep Roots Masters Seminar was a rare opportunity to study with four world class instructors. Olohe Solomon Kaihewalu-12th Degree granndmaster of the ancient Hawaiian warrior art of Lua (Kaihewalu), Grandmaster Arthur Gonzales-10th Degree Black Belt and chief instructor of the Filipino art of escrima (DeCuerdas), Professor James Muro-10th Degree Kosho Ryu grandmaster of the venenerable art of kenpo (Chow-Hoon) and jiu jitsu (Danzan Ryu), and the beloved Professor Charlie Robinson-8th Degree judo (Kodokan) offered a small but dedicated group of martial artists some valuable insight into their special areas of magic.

Each instructor was up for nearly two hours which allowed for the techniques being taught to also be practiced with variations explored. The periods with each instructor were always enegetic as each master fed off the teaching of the other and the synergistic effect was simply amazing. From the simplest movements to the most complex of the weapon techniques the respective arts of judo, jiu jitsu, kenpo, escrima, and lua were shared and explored as could only be done with this level of instructors.

The day started at 12:00pm sharp. After four hours of intense practice the group tooka short break to have a catered lunch, and then returned to the floor for the remaining fours hours. By 8:30pm everyone was completely exhuasted and in need of some R&R. After cleaning up everyone met at the Flamingo Hotel for a dinner with the masters.

This was once again a tremendous experince for everyone involved.
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Saturday, October 14, 2006

October Challenge ~ Martial Arts Tournament

Santa Rosa Hombu Dojo

Santa Rosa, CA

On a beautiful fall day the 2006 October Challenge Martial Arts Tournament was held at the Santa Rosa High School main gymnasium. Over 100 competitors, 12 schools, 40+ judges and instructors, and an enegetic staff made for what many felt was one of the best martial art tournament experiences they had been to. Some of the styles represented included traditional karate, kenpo, tae kwon do, tang soo do, jiu jitsu, judo, and kung fu. All three of the Seika Ryu schools (Santa Rosa, Novato, and Healdsburg) were represented by some of their top students.

The camaraderie, friendly but vigorous competition, supportive and happy spectator crowd, made for a fun filled day. All the competitors under ages 12 and under received a participation medal. Most pools were small enough so that almost everyone received some form of trophy.

One of the biggest events was grapping. More than doubling in size from the previous year, the event had competitors at every level. The black belt kata divisons were held at the lunch break and provided a tremendous display of martial skills to the crowd. Sparring was at a fever pitch with great sportsmanship displayed by all. Self-defense and weapons forms were a crowd favorite with the competitors showing great skill. Judging was conscientious and consistent. Good food, cool t-shirts, and a nice location made for a great day of martial arts.

With many of the regular schools having scheduling conflicts this year, we expect to see a much larger pool of competitors in 2007. Congratulations to all the competitors from Sieka Ryu, as well as all the schools. BRAVO!
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Saturday, September 23, 2006

Danzan Ryu Jiu Jitsu Seminar & Promotions

Santa Rosa Hombu Dojo

Santa Rosa, CA

A small group of students confirmed the arrival of Danzan Jiu Jitsu at Seika Ryu Martial Arts and came to a seminar / testing under the watchful eye of Master Hans Ingebretsen. The following were promoted:

    * Matthew Blankenhiem - Rokyu / Blue Belt

    * Joa Schwinn – Hachikyu / White Belt with 2 stripes

    * Alex Amador - Kukyu / White Belt with 1 stripe

    * Jovani Alavrez - Kukyu / White Belt with 1 stripe

    * Blanca Rosa Lezama - Kukyu / White Belt with 1 stripe

This confirms the truth of the old adage that no matter how high you get as a black belt you always remain a student. Sensei Schwinn, Sensei Amador, and Mr. Alvarez are all black belts and Mr. Blankenhiem is a 2nd degree brown belt, yet all were honored and excited about their new promotions in the art of Danzan Ryu Jiu Jitsu and the opportunity to expand their martial arts knowledge. Although there are no official classes for this program, Sensei Schwinn has studied with Master Ingebretsen over the years at various retreats, camps, seminars, and personal times. It is practiced at Open Mat. If you are interested, ask Sensei Schwinn for details. Congratulations to all.
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Saturday, September 9, 2006

Testing & Promotions

Santa Rosa Hombu Dojo

Santa Rosa, CA

In the smallest test in three years a dedicated but eager group of three of our youths came to be tested for new belts. With Sensei Schwinn as the only panel member the following students were promoted:

    * Julio Cervantes – Blue Belt~Shichikyu

    * David Ciardiello – Orange Belt~Kukyu

    * Christian Pounden – Yellow Belt~Jukyu

Congratulations to these dedicated students who kept at their martial arts studies during the summer months and achieved their new belts. Well done!
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Saturday, August 28, 2006

Navarro's Martial Arts Tournament

Terra Nova High School

Pacifica, CA

Showing her incredible martial arts spirit, dedication to excellence, and awesome skills, Cassie Valentine, was Seika Ryu's only representative to the Navarro's Martial Arts Tournament. She came home with a 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place trophies. TeamKATANA coach Chris Williams and Cassie's biggest fan, her grandfather Larry Moody went with her. Great job Cassie. You are a true inspiration to so many of us.
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Sunday, August 22, 2006

World Amateur Martial Arts - Pankration Tournament ~

University of San Diego - Jenny Craig Pavilion

San Diego, CA

A dedicated group of fighters went to compete in a full contact pankration tournament as both TeamKATANA and TeamUSA. This event was a follow up to the successes enjoyed in the European Championships in England in March 2006.

The San Diego competition was fierce and very hard hitting. Brandon Kay started the day off with win after his opponent forced to withdraw kneecap was dislocated. Cassie Valentine, after taking a brutal flying knee to the ribs in her first match, came back and won her second match of the day. Orlando Redden's second fight, which never went to the ground, went to a judge's decision for a close loss. Kyle Wallace ended getting really tough fighters. His first draw was an older, bigger, and much more experienced Gracie Jiu Jitsu fighter for a pretty quick tap-out but his second match was a tough match where Kyle fought bravely until nearly the end when his opponent forced a tap. Norman Rountree had two fights that went the distance (5 minutes) for decisions.

Overall record 2-8. Sensei Schwinn was elated! He said for a group of relatively inexperienced fighters to go compete in a tournament of this level with much more experienced pankration fighters, to have fought and win as many fight as they did, the entire team should be congratulated.

In addition to the pankration, which everyone competed in, many of the team also competed in the traditional martial arts portion of the tournament as well, bringing home many trophies for kata, continuous and point sparring, and weapon forms.

The trip was also a vacation with many friends and family along. Meeting up friends and family in the San Diego area, along with our friends from TeamUSA, the four day / three night trip was a great success. On the last day many went to the world famous San Diego Zoo, while a group went to the beach and mall. Chris Williams did a great job both organizing the trip and acting as coach on the floor.
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Saturday - July 15, 2006

Seika Ryu Invitiational Tournament & BBQ

@ Seika Ryu Martial Arts - Santa Rosa

Packed to the rafters with competitors and spectators, and with six schools represented, the 5th annual Seika Ryu Martial Arts Invitational Tournament & BBQ started promptly at 9:00 am and finished shortly after 2:00 pm. The tournament went a little longer this year as a grappling division was added. The tournament was for kyu rank students (no black belts). Competition was strong, judging was good, the level of respect shown, and fun had by all was great. Spectators and competitors alike supported great efforts regardless of the school. The Tiny Dragons were a hot event and the cute factor was unmatched, and the top level brown belt competition was sharp.

The after tournament BBQ was attended by a large group of competitors and family members to top off a great day of martial arts and to help Sensei Schwinn celebrate his birthday. Cold drinks and some music on a warm summer evening with hamburgers and hot dogs for everyone was a great ending to a great day. Thanks to everyone who helped make the day special.
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Wednesday - June 23 - 25, 2006

Camp Kilohana

Petrielli Ranch

Hydesville, CA

On a beautiful weekend Sensei Joa Schwinn and Mr. Jovani Alvarez attended Camp Kilohana. The camp is held outside of the small community of Hydesville (10 miles southeast of Fortuna) under towering redwoods on the ranch of Sensei Richard Petrielli . Sensei Petriell runs Fusuikan Martial Arts in Eureka, a charter member school of Kilohana

The camp featured Inayan Escrima with Suro Jason Inay, including a rigorous work out and swim at Swimmer's Paradise on the Van Duzen River. Also instructing were Sensei Hans Ingebretsen sharing a Lua kata, Sensei Dale Kahoun teaching knife throwing, and Sensei Petrielli guiding cutting techniques with a live blade katana.

Beside great instruction, a fabulous Japanese feast was cooked by Jill Petielli and friends and sake was served by "Kim the Sake Angel". Camp fires, sleeping bags and tents, and news martial art friends made for an awesome weekend.
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Sunday - June 11, 2006

Belt Rank Promotions / Advanced

Santa Rosa Hombu Dojo

Santa Rosa, CA

On a warm afternoon with Professor Charlie Robinson - Hachidan / 8th Degree Black Belt in attendance, along with Sensei Joa Schwinn, and Sensei Stacy Powell as the panel, the following students tested and were awarded the respective advanced ranks:

    * Noah Strehl - Nidan / 2nd Degree Black Belt

    * Kyle Wallace - Nidan / 2nd Degree Black Belt

    * Shannon Foley (Novato) - Ikkyu / 3rd Degree Brown Belt

    * Damian Dussault - Nikyu / 2nd Degree Brown Belt

    * Mason Holt - Sankyu / 1st Degree Brown Belt

    * Konrad Franco - Sankyu / 1st Degree Brown Belt

    * Darian Franklin - Sankyu / 1st Degree Brown Belt
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Friday - June 9-10, 2006

Lua Annual Convention & Banquet

Concord Hilton

Concord, CA

Immediately following the senior advanced belt rank testing and promotional demonstration, Professor Robinson, Master Hans Ingebretsen and Sensei Schwionn drove to Concord for a two day seminar featuring Master Bob Mashmeir-Kajukenbo, Master David Dye - Aikido, and, of course, Olohe Solomon Kaihewalu. Also in attendance were many legends of martial arts in attendance including Professor Wally Jay, Judan / 10th Degree Black Belt and Founder of Small Circle Jiu Jitsu.
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Friday - June 9, 2006

Belt Rank Promotions / Senior Advanced

Santa Rosa Hombu Dojo

Santa Rosa, CA

A distinguished panel of Senior Advisors to Seika Ryu Martial Arts attended a specially scheduled promotional demonstration and testing held in the morning. The panel consisted of Professor Charlie Robinson - Hachidan / 8th Degree Black Belt, Master John Navarro - Hachidan / 8th Degree Black Belt, and Master Hans Ingebretsen - Rokyudan / 6th Degree Black Belt. The following promotions were awarded:

    * Joa Schwinn - Yodan / 4th Degree Black Belt

    * Stacy Powell - Sandan / 3rd Degree Black Belt
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